AIRWAY MANAGEMENT WITH DIRECT LARYNGOSCOPY IN A CHILD WITH GOLDENHAR SYNDROME.
Goldenhar syndrome, also known as oculoauriculovertebral dysplasia, is a rare congenital condition characterized by facial, cranial, vertebral, ocular, auricular and cardiac abnormalities. This syndrome is associated with hemifacial microsomia due to inadequate growth of the mandible and vertebral anomaly of the cervical part of the spine. For anesthesiologists, airway management is of great interest because of facial and oral abnormalities such as mandibular hypoplasia and limitation of neck movement. Considering different conditions of Goldenhar syndrome, every patient should be preoperatively evaluated in order to make the plan for the anticipated difficult airway management. We report a case of a 2.5-year-old boy undergoing palatoplasty, who required general anesthesia and orotracheal intubation. Our decision to intubate with direct laryngoscopy and with slight external pressure on the larynx proved successful.